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Ways to reduce costs?

Charge the maximum dues the area will bear.

Reduced  costs by emailing the newsletters

vs. print and mail.

Hosting  your meeting at place with no charge.
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Tried and True
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Garden Tours

Sell tickets to the public.

Rose Sales

purchase from a nursery at wholesale 

and charge a little less than retail.

Fertilizer Sales 

purchase from a specialty firm and resell 

at profit.



More ideas that  are easy

• Have a plant sale of companion plants that grow in members gardens.

Coordinate this with your rose show if it is well attended with visitors.

• Get a booth at a local farmers market or home and garden show to sell roses 
and or companion plants, or at a local plant sale.

• Arrange with a nursery to sell their plants with a 1/3 split to the society        
and a 2/3 to the nursery and return what is not sold. This requires no 
money out of pocket to the society.  

• Have members host a dinner and participants bring a $25. 00 check and a 
dish that corresponds with the  preset menu.   
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More ways to increase cash quickly

Have a raffle at each meeting where the tickets go for $2.00 for 1 
and 3 for $5.00. Members bring items to each meeting to be 
raffled.

Suggested items: books on roses or gardening, pruners, gloves, 
plants, wreaths, garden art.

Many large companies have a volunteer program in place and  
reward your volunteer time with forwarding money to the 
organization of choice based on the number of hours you 
volunteer. 
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Plan for spring events in the preceding year
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Recruit gardens in the fall of the preceding year for spring tours.

Begin to market in your newsletters the date and cost of tickets beginning in February for 
April or May events.

Market on your Facebook  page and website page the dates and cost of tickets for the tour, for 
the public.         

Post on  local garden pages on Facebook, and if your town has Nextdoor post your event there.

Post notices at local garden centers.

Do not advertise the address, send the address to paid ticket holders via email. Good for 
future marketing.



Rose Bingo – Dallas Rose Society

• This event is open to the public. Advertise on your website and 
Facebook page.

• Host it around the time you can begin to plant bareroot roses.

• Host at a recreation center or a public facility like a library or a 
church social hall. 

• Reach out to wholesale growers  and mail order nurseries to ask for 
bare rooted roses of many kinds. 

• Rent a bingo  machine, enlist a member to be the caller and have a 
power point to show what the rose looks like, and mention size, 
fragrance, disease resistance, and other attributes.

• Sell each bingo card for $5.00 
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Rose Bingo timeline and tips 

• Secure your facility 6 – 9 months out.

• Secure your orders with rose vendors 6-9 months out.

• Try to get 100 roses, and 5-10 different varieties.

• Make sure all attendees get a rose.  Have a few rounds for 
anyone who hasn’t won a rose until everyone has a rose to 
go home with.

• Allow time for attendees to trade winnings.

• Sell lemonade, and baked goods.

• Ask attendees for email address to market future events.
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Additional  Rose Bingo Tips

• Print a picture of each rose and 
attach it to the wall above each 
stacked rose variety.

• It is easier to pick the rose 
when they are bundled 
together.

• Bingo!
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Butte Rose Society - Jean Miller
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Butte Rose Society - Pruning Event

California weather allows for pruning to begin in 
January. 

The BRS has been doing this event for many years and 
have a client list of  those who either can’t prune due to 
age or interest. 

They charge $7.00 dollars per bush maybe a little more 
if it is a huge climber. 

Last year they pruned 1000 bushes for people in the 
area, netting  a little over $7,000.00 for the society.
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Butte Pruning Event Additional Tips
They have a Pruning Committee and a Pruning Chair. The chair takes the 
orders and schedules the pruning date and helps organize the members 
for each yard.

They work a few members per yard and never more than 4 hours a day.

They bring a large tarp for clippings, or the client provides a green waste 
container for them for the city to pick up.

Side benefits of this event are 3-fold… Members learn from each other on 
pruning techniques, and it provides a marketing list for future 
candidates for the society, and team building activities are always a plus.

They do not go out as CR’s but rather as a trained service for area 
residents.
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Raising Money for a SCD Convention 
1986

• Dallas needed to raise some funds to host the SCD Convention.

• Rather than the usual ways of raising money they asked a Dallas Rose Society 
member who hybridized roses if they could have a rose and sell the naming 
rights to the rose.

• Shafner Rodgers a long-time member of the DRS was the hybridizer and Helen 
Reynolds who oversaw fundraising decided to visit Stanley Marcus, CEO of 
Neiman Marcus,  to see if he wanted to buy the naming rights and he did. The 
rose is Minne Marcus named after his mother.

• Dallas then hosted the SCD Convention.  Amount raised unknown.
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Minnie Marcus 

Rose Description - HelpMeFind

Pink blend Hybrid Tea.

Registration name: Minnie Marcus

Bred by Shafter/Shafner R. 
Rodgers (United States, 1984).

Hybrid Tea. 

Pink blend. Mild fragrance. 35 
petals. Blooms in flushes throughout the 
season.

USDA zone 6b through 9b (default).

Patent status unknown (to HelpMeFind).

Stanley Marcus and Minnie Marcus Courtesy of SMU Courtesy of Help me find

https://www.helpmefind.com/gardening/l.php?l=7.7047
https://www.helpmefind.com/gardening/l.php?l=7.7047


Courtesy of Amy Embry and Martha Comment

They raised over $73,000.00.

To date this is the largest and most elaborate fundraising event we are presenting.

This type of event works best if you are fundraising with a cause.

In this case the money raised from this event  funds a public park that is privately funded.

Logo courtesy of Kansas City Rose Society website 16



Laura Conyers Smith Municipal Rose Garden
in Jacob L. Loose Memorial Park

Courtesy of KCRS Facebook Page. 17
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Tips on where to begin

• Reach out to vendors such a wine 
vendors and food vendors.

• Speak to large corporations.

• Examples of large companies in 
the KC area are Hallmark 
Corporation or H and R Block. 

• These are examples.
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• Choose your date in advance.

• Check with your city to see if they 
require a permit.

• Craft a letter explaining your 
mission.

• Include sponsorship levels and the 
benefits of each level.
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Hats off to Kansas City Rose Society
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• Not all  districts are set up the same but maybe a few of 
these ideas will apply. 

• Add $5.00 to your membership form to be designated to 
your district.

Members receive the district newsletters.

• Purchase trophies in honor or memory of someone for 
District Rose Shows.

• Host an auction at your district show and convention and 
split the proceeds.
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Support your Local District



• Encourage all your members to join the ARS.

• Buy ARS calendars in bulk and give away to members as a thank 
you for all their hard work.

• Send a donation in honor or in memory of a member.

• Send a donation to the Annual Fund or the Garden Operations 
Fund or  the various endowment funds.
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Support the ARS 



Thank you!

David Starner, Marion Garden Club

Jean Miller, Butte Rose Society

Pam Smith, Andy Black, Debra Bagley,

Dallas Rose Society

Amy Embry and Martha Comment

Kansas City Rose Society

Ilene Cook, Dallas Rose Society

cook2100@verizon.net
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Reach out to me!

• Please feel free to request a readable copy of the Kansas 
Rose Society Letters.

• Ilene Cook 

• cook2100@verizon.net
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