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Rose Breeders Hall of Fame

MOST OF US WHO 
ARE FERVENT AND 
PASSIONATE rose growers 
love our gardens for the 
preponderance of beauty 
accentuated by a spectrum 
of colors, fragrances and 
plant habits. There has been 
some latent urge to delve 
into the fascination of how 
they got their names. Little 
investigation has occurred 
into who were the wonderful 
teams of individuals, the 
rose breeders, who have 
devoted their lives 
into fulfilling the 
commercial thirst for 
a continual parade of 
new varieties each and every year.

Several avenues of approaches that have ultimately 
populated the direction of cross rose breeding 
are intuitive experience gained for many years, 
manipulating and understanding genetic inheritance, 
and serendipitous exploration (like buying a lottery 
ticket). Founders of rose breeding in the 19th century 
can be attributed to a number of prominent people – 
Henry Bennett, a farmer turned rose grower; Joseph 
Pemberton, a gentle bachelor curate; and Wilhelm 
Kordes, a German nurseryman. Along the rocky road 
to successes pivotal contributions were provided by 
the Frenchman Jean-Baptiste Guillot of Lyon who 
created the first hybrid tea, 'La France'. In the U.S. 
the firm Jackson & Perkins soon became the main and 
exceedingly large corporation devoted to expansion 
of the evolution and genetic inheritance. All over 
the world, rose breeding became a highly respected 
profession satisfying the public with their annual new 
creations.

Over the last century the 
American Rose Society 
(ARS) has established 

various accolade 
mechanisms to recognize 
outstanding varieties, e.g. 
AOE, Miniature Rose Hall of 
Fame and others. Rarely has 
recognition been afforded 
directly to those individuals 
who have enriched our daily 
lives through their creativity 

in providing a wide spectrum 
of colorful varieties, namely 

the rose breeders.

Many breeders, both 
American and from 
other countries, have 

contributed over the last 80+ years to a wonderful 
array of varieties that have stood the test of time. And 
yet this one group of rose creators, Jack Harkness 
referred to them as “Makers of Heavenly Roses”, has 
never been formally recognized for their extensive body 
of work, only one variety at a time usually recognized 
for fragrance, etc… Therefore, ARS in early 2022 has 
now established formal recognition be granted via a 
“Rose Breeders Hall of Fame.”

Initiating such a program was greeted as a most 
welcome format to pay respect and honor to the many 
fine rose breeders over the past 100 years. However, 
sensitive planning to address and recognize past 
rose breeders was necessary. Three time zones were 
developed, 19th century, 20th century and 21st century, 
to honor individual breeders and family businesses 
who have contributed to both the evolution of roses 
and their proliferation as the world’s favorite flower. 
Breeders belonging to theses time periods were 
collectively grand-fathered into the ARS Rose Breeders 
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Hall of Fame (see Master Chart and selected short 
biographies for details). Thereafter the induction of one 
rose breeder per year on an international level would 
become the standard protocol.

Tangible and intangible benefits to the world of roses 
would be warmly embraced within the world rose 
community not to mention agreement for the need 
for such a recognition program. Charting the legacies 
of fine rose breeders for future generations to admire 
captures history in the making otherwise it might be 
long forgotten in the 22nd century. 

D E T A I L S  O F  T H E  P R O G R A M
P u r p o s e
This recognition awards program has been established 
to honor rose breeders and hybridizers (alive or 
deceased), professional and amateur, who have 
contributed to the promotion and evolution of the rose 
through their productive efforts in the field. 

Election recognizes the highest levels of excellence in 
the field of horticultural rose breeding.

A C T S  W O RT H Y  O F  R E C O G N I T I O N
The following examples may be used as general 
guidance to identify those activities that are deemed 
worthy of nomination for consideration:

• Sustained performance by over two or more 
decades of providing high quality rose varieties 
to the world representing a lifetime achievement 
deemed worthy of consideration for nomination 
because it greatly advances the public’s perception 
and interest in roses.

• A single act of achievement by an individual 
within the field of rose breeding or rose development 
that has a measurable profound or major global 
impact on the advancement of promoting rose 
growing as well as advancing genetic knowledge.

• A significant act of scientific development in the 
field of genetic inheritance by an individual that has 
provided a major advancement to the knowledge and 
evolutionary educational base of growing roses.

E l i g i b i l i t y
Any rose breeder may be nominated for election into 
the Rose Hall of Fame by an ARS member.

Procedures for Nomination
The procedure to be followed in nomination of an 
individual requires submission of the prescribed one 
page outlining some biographical data and the body 
of work of the individual naming their outstanding 
commercially introduced varieties.

Nominations should be electronically addressed to the 
ARS Executive Director at executivedirector@rose.org 
to arrive no later than November 30 of each year.

E l e c t i o n
Choice of the honoree for each year will be conducted 
by the ARS Prizes & Award Committee. Only one 
awardee may be installed per year. The award shall 
consist of a formal presentation at the ARS National 
Convention or a suitable event.

O F F I C I A L  N O M I N A T I O N 
F O R M
(can be found on the ARS website)

A l l  A b o u t  t h e  N o m i n e e
List the following details – Full name of nominee, 
Address and Phone Number, Professional affiliation 
or Amateur status, Education and other formal 
academic training (if known); Areas of professional 
specialization; Previous Honors & Awards (include 
dates). 

P r o p o s e d  C i t a t i o n
Summarize nominee’s contributions in 25 words 
or fewer. This will form the basis for the citation 
presented to the awardee.

E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y
Provide a narrative description of the significant 
aspects of the nominee’s work and its impact on rose 
evolution and the public’s perception.

S u p p o r t i n g  D o c u m e n t a t i o n
Attach any documentation that supports this 
nomination, such as a curriculum vitæ, bibliography, 
publications, rose patents, list of cultivars hybridized 
and reports. Large works such as books may be 
represented by an abstract, executive summary, or 
referee’s comments.

S p o n s o r
Nominator’s, address, telephone and email; 
Sponsor’s signature & Date.
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