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The Legacy of Horizon Roses Continuesé 
 

Back in 1983, a Tenarky District newsletter editor, Silver Honor medal winner and highly 

successful exhibitor named Bill McMahon of Bowling Green, Kentucky started a publication he 

named ñThe Autumn Checklist of Horizon Rosesò. It was a two-page mimeographed document 

distributed from the Tenarky District, and his objective was to provide candid reports on the 

exhibition potential of newly released roses. This was not to be duplicative of ñRoses In Reviewò 

because the focus was on capacity of the newest roses to succeed on the show table as opposed to 

their suitability as garden plants.  

 



 
William ñBillò Eugene McMahon, Founder of Horizon Roses 

December 8, 1926 ï February 18, 2020 
 

ñThe Autumn Checklist of Horizonò Roses quickly elicited interest not only from the Tenarky 

District but from other areas of the country. By popular demand, in a short time Bill McMahon 

expanded its availability to a national audience. He recruited a group of regional editors who 

subsequently built a group of reporters spreading throughout the nation. Readers began referring 

to the publication as simply ñHorizon Rosesò, and after repeated requests to do so, Bill surrended 

to public opinions and renamed the publication ñHorizon Rosesò.  

 



 
Robert B. Martin, Jr., Immediate Past Editor of Horizon Roses 

July 12, 1944 ï November 26, 2021 
 

Bob Martin, American Rose Society Past President, award-winning writer, judge, and exceptional 

exhibitor, became a reporter for Horizon Roses in 1992. He was subsequently promoted to the 

position of Southwest Regional Editor in 1995. In 2006, Bill McMahon retired from Horizon 

Roses; and at Billôs request, Bob Martin took over the position as National Editor. Bob Martin 

published 16 subsequent editions of Horizon Roses and eventually made the publication available 

as a PDF download as well as a pamphlet and hard copy book. He held the position of National 

Editor until his untimely passing subsequent to the publication of Horizon Roses 2021. 

 



 
Suzanne M. Horn, Current National Editor of New Horizon Roses 

 

In 2022, the torch as National Editor was passed to Suzanne Horn, a longtime protégé and ardent 

admirer of Bob Martin and his co-editor on the 2021 American Rose Societyôs Annual Magazine. 

Suzanne is a national leval exhibitor, judge, writer and contributing editor to The American Rose 

magazine. She is the 2023 recipient of the Guy Blake Hedrick Jr. Award for excellence in 

exhibiting and the 2023 Silver Honor Medal recipient for the Pacific Southwest District.  

 

With all respect for the groundwork laid by Bill McMahon and Bob Martin, Suzanne along with 

the wonderful regional editors and contributing writers in this issue move forward to provide 

exhibitors around the country with reviews of the latest and greatest show roses in ñNew Horizon 

Roses 2023ò.  

 

The 2023 edition marks the twelfth edition of the publication of this periodical in an electronic 

version both for the Kindle and as a pdf. It also marks the fifth year of publication in a paperback 

edition through Amazon. The reasons for this change have been previously explained, including 

the cost of printing and postage, and the editorial problems in fitting all the comments into a 

compact little mailer. These were very sound reasons to be sure. However, the best reason for the 

change has been the ability to include color photographs, an addition that continues to receive 

praise from the readers, as well as some very nice contributions from reporters.  
 



A Farewell to Exhibiting Great Louise Coleman 
December 25, 1933 ï September 29, 2022 

 

The American Rose Society lost an icon this past year when exhibiting great Louise Coleman 

passed away on September 29, 2022. I met Louise online in 2003 in a chat room called óRosylouô 

after her screen name. I had already become a fan of hers after seeing her interviewed in a 

documentary called ñA Rose Storyò and my admiration for her only grew in the years that 

followed. She warned  me that exhibiting would become an obsession, but I was already hooked. 
 

By way of background, Louise and her husband Tom joined the ARS in 1969. Louise became a 

CR in 1973 and an accredited ARS Horticulture Judge in 1973. Her garden consisted of 450 rose 

bushes of at least 50 varieties. For more than 40 years she was a member and author for the 

American Rose Society, President of the Westchester Rose Society, and wrote many articles for 

ñThe American Roseò magazine. One memorable highlight of her life was when she and husband 

Tom had tea with Queen Elizabeth II in the royal rose garden at Buckingham Palace. 
 

Louise and Tom were an outstanding exhibiting team until Tom passed away in the 90ôs. After 

that Louise carried the outstanding exhibiting tradition alone. Louise and Tom won many ARS 

National Trophies in the decades when their competitors were greats including the Benardellas, 

Ballins, Martins, Prabhus and Cairns Desamero. Louise and Tom won the following National ARS 

Trophies: 1976 Rosedale Bowl, 1977 C. Eugene Pfister Memorial Trophy, 1980 T. Allen Kirk 

Perpetual Trophy, 1981 The National Pacific Rose Society Challenge Trophy, 1982 The National 

Pacific Rose Society Challenge Trophy, 1988 The Melvin S. Hershey Bowl, and the 1990 C. 

Eugene Pfister Memorial Trophy. She also won a total of 67 Queens of Show.  

 

 
Louise Coleman with top exhibitor John Mattia at ARS Banquet 



 

After Tom passed away, Louise won the New Zealand Kiwi National ARS Trophy in 1996. She 

continued to win many District and local trophies over the years and of course more Queens of 

Show.  

 

Louise mentored many new rosarians over the years. She was the first editor of the American Rose 

Society Exhibitors Quarterly back in 1985. From 1980 to 1985 she was District Director of the 

ARS New York District, and she was awarded the Silver Honor Medal for her service in 1986. 

She also received the Outstanding Horticultural Judge Award in 1987. In her memory the ARS 

New York District has dedicated their 2023 District Convention and Rose Show to her.  

 

Louise has always shared information with other rosarians and believed in mentoring the rosarians 

and getting young people interested in exhibiting. She received the Outstanding Consulting 

Rosarian Award from the New York District in 1976. Louise set the example by exhibiting over 5 

different decades. The passion she had for exhibiting over this extended period of time is regarded 

by many as extraordinary. She truly spent a lifetime mentoring, showing, sharing, and teaching 

rosarians. Her outstanding record was culminated with what has been called her ñTriple Playò, 

winning the ARS Gold Honor Medal, the Klima Medal, and in 2019 the Guy Blake Hedrick Jr. 

Award, celebrating her lifetime achievement in growing, exhibiting, judging and educating 

rosarians in the art of exhibiting. She was one of the greats and she will be forever missed. 

 

 
Louise Coleman receiving the ARS Gold Honor Medal 

Pictured with Laura Seabaugh, Marilyn Wellan & Pat Shanley 
 



Preface 
 

The Fall Season is upon us and the thoughts of the rose exhibitor turn to the future of the garden 

and the return of the rose shows to the 2023 calendars. In the spirit of our shared anticipation for 

the upcoming shows, I offer you some encouraging show lyrics to charge our collective batteries 

for the upcoming season. 

 

 
 

There's no business like show business 

Like no business I know 

Everything about it is appealing 

Everything that traffic will allow 

Nowhere could you get that happy feeling 

When you are stealing that extra bow 

 

There's no people like show people 

They smile when they are low 

Yesterday they told you, you would not go far 

That night you open and there you are 

Next day on your dressing room they've hung a star 

Let's go on with the show! 

 


